EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.
Chemistry as a branch of Medical Education. ?In the circular of every medical college which reaches us, we see chemistry set down as one of the branches of education, one of the chairs, as they call it. We have often speculated upon this matter and wondered if it were not a relic of past ages, a sort of superstitious observance which has come down to us from a remote antiquity, and which is kept up for the same Even applied chemistry could not be taught on the present arrangement of lecture hours. The professors must learn that chemistry is fast becoming quite as important as anatomy to the rational physician, and they must allow more time to their teacher of this science. The students, also, must be forced, by the requirements of the final examination, to pay more attention than they are at present inclined to pay to the study of chemistry.
In this manner a desirable reform might be effected, and though the time allotted to the department, would, under any arrangement, be insufficient, still the course would be more complete than it is at present. A vast amount of rubbish would be thus thrown off the shoulders of the professor, and he would be enabled to devote all his energies to the actual duties of his chair. The student would constantly see the application to his future wants of the facts he is learning, and would consequently more carefully treasure them. This is a wonderful stimulus to attention. When the anatomist tells his class that the sartorius muscle is a guide to the femoral artery, and that if ever they want to tie that vessel, they must be well acquainted with the course of the muscle, and the other relations of the artery, how much more profound is the attention with which they listen to him, than that with which they hear of the muscles of the back, or 
